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DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS
Henry Ford Hospital & Medical Centers

Charles ). Barone II, MD, FAAp M2y 16,2017

ghﬂjmmo“)mm Representative Tom Barrett

T : N1090 Anderson House Office Building
f“;;‘;i;“;l{‘i“;;‘mm" PO Box 30014
Detroit, Michigan 48202-3450 Lansing. Michigan 48909-7514

(313} 874-9591 Office
(313} 874-9597 Iax

RE: MDHHS rule related to personal belief exemptions for vaccinations; and
administrative rules related to the use of precautions by local health officers
to prevent the spread of disease in schools (B 4425, HB 4426, SB 299 and SB
300)

Dear Representative Barrett:

On behalf of the more than 29,000 employees of Henry Ford Health System
(HFHS) T am writing to express concern with House Bills 4425 and 4426 and
Senate Bills 299 and 300. This legislation will limit the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Service’s (Department) authority to make and enforce rules
related to vaccination exemptions and rescind local health officers’ ability to take
precautions to prevent the spread of disease in schools.

As one of the nation’s leading academic and integrated health systems, HFHS,
headquartered in Detroit, Michigan, serves patients across Southeastern and
Southcentral Michigan, with six hospitals and an extensive network of medical
centers, emergency rooms and outpatient services, including 11 school based
health centers.

HFHS is committed to ensuring the health of school based children in our
communities and have earned a reputation as a national leader in school-based
health care delivery. The HFHS School-Based and Community Health Program
(SBCHP) is based on the belief that both physical and mental health are essential
for a student’s success. SBCHP has operated school health centers in Wayne
County {Detroit and Highland Park) and Macomb County (Warren and Mount
Clemens) since 1995. Our sites serve young people in schools where they spend
most of their waking hours and where they are open to learning. At the school
based health centers. young people ages 4-21 have easy access to primary care
and behavioral health services, regardless of insurance status or ability to pay.
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HB 4425 and SB 300 (and the related HB 4426 and SB 299) will reverse a Department rule that requires
parents seeking a personal belief exemption (PBE) to vaccinations to undergo counseling at a local, state
or county health office and sign an acknowledgement that the parents understand they could be putting
children at risk by refusing the vaccines. HFHS believes the Department’s existing rule helps ensure that
parents are informed when making a decision about whether or not to vaccinate their children; we do not
belicve this rule should be reversed. Vaccines are some of the safest medical products available; but like
any other medical product, there may be risks. Accurate information about the value of vaccines as well
as their possible side effects helps people to make informed decisions about vaccinations.

HB 4425 and SB 300 would also rescind administrative rules that currently allow local public health
officers to take steps to protect the public, including school children, from exposure to infectious and
communicable diseases and the spread of the disease. HFHS believes that existing administrative rules
help ensure that our local health officers have the ability to use appropriate barrier precautions, treatment
or isolation as needed to help prevent the spread of infectious and communicable diseases.

The current rules help ensure the health of school children, their families and communities across the state
by preventing the spread of infectious and communicable diseases. Reversing or rescinding these rules
through the passage of this legislation or other means will put the public health at risk.

I would be happy to discuss my concerns with you in more detail. Please contact Chip Amoe, Assistant
Director, Government Affairs, at 313-874-6914 or camoel@hfhs.org or Elizabeth Kutter, Manager,
Government Affairs, at 313-574-1375 or ekutterl{@hfhs.org if you are interested in discussing further.

Thank you,

M&@ZM

Charles J Barone I1 MD FAAP

Chair, Department of Pediatrics Henry Ford Medical Group
Medical Director, Child and Adolescent Health Centers
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics

Wayne State University School of Medicine

Cc: House Education Reform Committee
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Vast Majority of Americans Say
Benetfits of Childhood Vaccines

Outweigh Risks

Most Americans support a school-based
vaccine requirement

% of U.S, adults who say about childhood vaccines for

B EXe

measles, mumpsand rubella ...

Parants should be abie to Healthy children should be
decide not to vaccinate required to be vaccinated
their children even il than 10 attend school bezause of
may create health risks for patential nsk 1o others
others

Most rate the benefits high, the risk
low

Preventive health  Risk of side Qverall
benefits are ... elfects is .. juggment
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Funk, Cary., Kennedy, Brian, Hefferon, Meg “vast Majority of Americans Say Benefits of Childhood Vactines Outwelgh Risks”

Pew Research Center, 2 Feb. 2017. Web. 25 May 2017.
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